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August 28, 2020 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  none 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports steady progress on the Neighborhood 

Enhancement Program (NEP) improvements to our residential neighborhoods.   Three 

projects started this week, two more finished last week, and the last two are set to start in late 

August/early September.  MSHDA projected that these grants would need at least 8 more 

months to complete than normal due to the pandemic; however, we are once again ahead of 

the curve!   If there is any extra grant money, I will look into adding one more project. 

 

Steven L Grinnewald, Director of Public Safety, reports the Dowagiac Fire Department has 

had a busy month of August. As of 8/27/2020, the department has responded to 44 calls for 

service in the month of August, ranging from structure fires and power lines down to medical 

assists.  Fire department members also trained with members of the Dowagiac Police 

Department in August on Rescue Task Force operations.  The training was intense and fire 

department personnel learned a lot.  It was great to see the Fire and Police Departments 

working together to make sure the community receives the best service possible.  Members     

of the Dowagiac Police and Fire Departments are proud to serve our community and will 

continue to be here when needed.   

 

Blight Enforcement Update 

Residents have had and increasing number of questions about blight recently:  What is 

considered blight?  What steps have been or are being taken to address blight concerns?  

Max Harden, reporter for the Dowagiac Daily News, followed up on these questions that were 

asked at Monday’s City Council meeting and spent time with city staff reviewing the city’s 

multiple approaches to address blight throughout the community. Attached is a Pdf of the 

story Max Harden did in this week’s Dowagiac paper about this topic. 

 

Downtown Redevelopment 

The property transfer for 143 S. Front is now officially sold and the owners indicate that 

renovations will begin in September.  We are looking forward to the work that will be done as 

the reinvestment in properties continues in our downtown.  

 



Sincerely,  

 

Kevin Anderson,                                         

City Manager 


