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June 25, 2021 
 

 
 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 

Next Meeting:  Council, 6/28/21, 7:00 pm 

Natalie Dean reports that the Neighborhood Enhancement Program is off to a great start!    

The City received 10 homeowner occupied applicants in the Walter Ward and Water Tower 

Park neighborhoods.   The projects range from front porches, window replacements, gutter 

installation, small roof work, siding replacement and front door replacements.   If there are 

funds left, 3 applications were received for rental properties-

those projects will be considered after the homeowner 

occupied projects have been completed. 

Chad Tyrakowski reports that the city again fared well, 

overall, through the recent storms with only a couple of 

downed limb in roadways and/or on lines.   However, AEP 

outages in Sister Lakes led to 20-hours of running 

generators, and also to delays in service from MEC.  Crews 

cleared Rudophi trails, and have been working to clear storm 

inlets and sweep streets since the rain has returned.  We also 

pulled in Wright Tree Service, who was on E. Division line-

clearing for AEP, to remove a limb hanging from a tree 

which was impeding the road/sidewalk. 

The Fire Department has been making their 

way through the city flushing hydrants.  This 

has led to the stirring of sediment, as well as 

the rust complaints that are typically 

associated with it.  We ask that residents run 

cold water into their tubs or from hose bibs 

for 10-20 minutes to see if their water clears 

before calling.  In addition, DPW is 

addressing leaking hydrants, and DFD is 

making a list for future repairs.  While flushing, a sink hole developed behind a catch basin in 

the commercial center off of the Pokagon extension.  It was found to have been caused by a 

pipe having been stubbed into the basin with no mortar.  Another sink hole developed and is 

under investigation on Commercial Street.  A cone was temporarily placed over a valve-box 

in the sidewalk, on the S. Lowe Bridge, in order to mark it for safety. 



Test results cleared, lifting the Boil Water Advisory from the valve replacement off of 

Pokagon as scheduled at 3pm last Friday.  This was communicated to both those impacted and 

EGLE.  DPW repaired a leaking meter mount in a pit on N. Front, located/uncovered/repaired 

a valve box believed to feed the old copper service to Zeke’s, repaired a hydrant valve found 

under the sidewalk during the crosswalk prep on Pokagon, and continued Cross-Connect 

inspections for the city and CCWS.  Rob participated in online water certification training. 

A lot of work is happening at grounds and parks.  Crews completed preparation/clean-up for 

the Juneteenth celebration.  Downtown 

beds/trees/hedges were weeded and trimmed.  

Rotary softball field was dragged and fresh lines 

painted.  A bench donated by the Wesaw Family 

was placed at Schuur Park.  Another bench was 

reconditioned and placed downtown.  The crew 

started on bridge right-of-way clearing.  A fawn 

that had been struck was removed from the E. 

Division ROW.   A meeting was also held with a 

member of the Conservation District to discuss 

the compost site.  

Sewer related issues included clearing a blockage in the sanitary main at Jefferson and 

Beckwith.  We televised and located the sanitary main for the center/east-side of downtown, 

discovering the location to be under many of the buildings.  We continue working with 143 S. 

Front to resolve lateral issues.  The storm sewer on the Northeast side of the downtown was 

televised to check for a collapse due to a potential sink-hole.  We televised and flushed lines 

from Beckwith Park to review the same (with no findings for either).  Wolverine finished 

installation of the new generators at Indian Lake; and, all have been fueled and are operable.  

A list of remaining SLAUA lift-stations without generators was developed, noting 

accessibility and criticality.  A PO was issued for Reliable Generators to service and load-test 

the CCWS well generators.  Infrastructure Alternatives was on-site with Wightman at the 

WWTP to assess and obtain sludge samples from the East Lagoon in order to provide a quote 

for dredging.  And, mechanic Peter serviced a trash-pump found at the WWTP, to be tested 

soon. 

A meeting was held with AEP representatives to discuss line and pole replacements along 

Whitney and N. Paul.  Wightman met with Chad on-site to review and finalize plan revisions 

for the N. Paul Sidewalk.  Quotes for the Rudy Road Culvert replacement came in around half 

of projections.  In response to favorable asphalt costs, the city and county are reviewing 

options to maximize upcoming projects.  All cross walks have been demolished and prepped, 

and the new sidewalk base laid for the Jefferson/Pokagon project.  Concrete lead-times and 

weather will impact progress with both this and the Beckwith project next week.  Nonetheless, 

a meeting was held with Lounsbury to work through electrical conduit, irrigation sleeves, and 

any outstanding question items. 

  

Steve Allen, Code Enforcement Officer, reports on this week’s  

enforcement activities. 
 

41 inspections  

1. 12 weed and grass violations closed mowed by owners. 

2. 7 weed and grass violations turned over to contractor. 

3. 15 new weed and grass violations. 

4. 1 blight violations re-inspection, still open 200 blk James St. 



5. 1 new blight violation 200 blk Halstead St. 

6. 1 new abandon automobile violation 200 blk Halstead St, 

7. 3 new exterior property maintenance violations. 200 blk Halstead St.  

 400 blk Gary St. 100 blk Bradley St. 

8. 1 parking violation resolved, vehicle removed. 200 blk First St. 

 

  High lighted case - Demolition of a fire damaged house 400 blk Oak St. 

 

 

Thanks to Chorba and Shembarger 

Asphalt and Sealing, resurfacing of all 

three courts at Walter Ward Park                    

were completed  this week. 

 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

  


