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January 31, 2020 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:   Planning Commission meeting, February 3rd, 7pm 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports that the Planning Commission will begin looking 

at some updates to the zoning ordinance at their meeting this coming Monday, February 3rd.  As 

we work through the Redevelopment Ready Communities process, there will be periodic changes 

to the zoning ordinance.  The ordinance we have is working really well and the changes made to it 

over this year should serve as an update for many years to come. 

Steve Allen reports on Code Enforcement updates:  

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 41 inspections 

    Blight violations (closed) = 7 

    Blight violation re-inspect (still open) = 8 

    Blight violation (new) = 2 

    Abandon auto violation (closed) = 6 

    Abandon auto re-inspect violation (still open) = 7 

    Abandon auto violation (new) = 1 

    EPM re-inspection (closed) = 2  

    EPM re-inspect (still open) = 4 

    EPM (new) = 1 

    Missing house numbers violations re-inspect (still open) = 1 

    Parking violation (new) = 1 

    Obstruction (closed) = 1 

  

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski, reports on projects across 

the city.  Our weather has been cooperating again and allowed 

us to continue addressing items that were initially planned for 

spring.  Sanitary sewer clean-outs were installed at residences 

on 2nd and New York Avenues.  While installing the clean-out 

on New York, a section of clay pipe with PVC slipped into it 

(years ago) was replaced with full PVC to the wye connection 

due to root intrusion.  



Many other water/sewer-related items were completed.                       

A 70-year-old 2” water valve was replaced while McDonald 

Underground repaired a lateral leak at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church.  A leaky curb-stop on Willard St. was addressed.  

The sewer main on Clark St. was jetted (cleaned), 

discovering more of those NON-flushable wipes to have 

been the cause of the clogged line.  Two catch basins on E. 

Division were cleaned, finding shallow basins to be a 

contributing factor to the slow draining reported in those 

areas.   

Indian Lake lift-station 

#1 had a pump fail 

over the weekend; so, 

DPW (assisted by the 

electric crew and 

Ferguson) pulled and replaced the pump with a spare from 

SLAUA’s inventory.  

With the spacer cable 

now installed the full 

length of Grove St., we 

are formulating a 

termination plan   to tie 

into S. Paul and S. 

Lowe, likely going underground to avoid AEP lines and 

create a junction point to eventually continue west, 

eliminating overhead lines in a swampy, overgrowth situation. 

  

In addition, millings were placed in the sidewalk path at the 

new construction site on W. Railroad St. to pack and level the 

terrain until sidewalks are poured.  Street name, weight limit, 

and bus signs were placed at various points.  And, the crews 

are working to patch pot-holes and prep for this weekend’s Ice-Time Festival. 

Fire Department. It is hard to believe that it was one year ago this week that the Fire Department 

fought a major fire at Ameriwood during extreme bitter cold conditions. The Fire Department’s 

professional response to this potentially disastrous event, along with neighboring department’s 

timely support and Ameriwood’s efforts at restoration, helped keep the facility operational and so 

they can continue to be an economic driver in our community.  

Police Department. The Police Department’s response to the recent murder demonstrates the 

commitment of the department to respond professionally and vigorously to major crime events. 

The Police Department’s efforts, in conjunction with other area police agencies, resulted in a 

timely arrest of person’s involve in this crime.  

Ice Time hosts fun, free, family events.  Come on downtown, Saturday, from 8 AM – 3 PM 

Sincerely, Kevin Anderson,  

 

 

City Manager 


