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SPRINKLING METER 
APPLICATION and AGREEMENT 

 
 I hereby request participation in the City's lawn and garden sprinkling metering and 
billing procedures: 
 
 CUSTOMER ACCOUNT #          
 
 CUSTOMER'S NAME (or applicant)        
 
 SERVICE ADDRESS          
 
 MAILING ADDRESS          
 
 OWNER'S NAME           
 
 OWNER'S ADDRESS          
 
 OWNER'S TELEPHONE #          
 
 
 Effective May 18, 1989, the City revised Section 82.227 of Chapter 82 of the Code 
of the City of Dowagiac regarding "Special Meters".  If you desire to avoid being assessed 
sewer charges for lawn and garden sprinkling, you must follow the procedures as indicated 
in the following excerpts of Section 82.227, “Special Meters”, of the Dowagiac City Code 
and Sections P2902.3.3, “Hose Connection”, and P2902.4.3, “Lawn irrigation systems”, of 
the Michigan Residential Code. 
 
DOWAGIAC CITY CODE: 
 
"82.227.  Special Meters. 
 
(a) Lawn and garden sprinkling may be provided without sewer charges if a separate 

water meter is installed by Department of Public Services at the request of the 
customer.  The customer will be responsible for making all plumbing changes or 
alterations necessary to install the separate meter.  This installation must provide a 
completely separate line from the lateral to the spigots to be utilized.  A meter set in 
series for subtraction purposes will not be permitted. 

 
(b) The plumbing to and from the sprinkling meter will be inspected by Department of 

Public Services prior to the installation of a new meter.  Any subsequent alterations 
to the plumbing connected to the lawn-sprinkling meter shall not be made without 
the prior approval of the Department of Public Services. 
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(c) The sprinkling meter will not be assessed any water readiness-to-serve charges.  
Water consumption charges for such meter will be calculated independently of any 
other metered supply and cannot be combined with other metered consumption for 
purposes of volume or step rate reductions. 

 
(d) The City of Dowagiac reserves the right to discontinue any lawn sprinkling / 

gardening meter when, in the judgment of the City, such meter is being utilized for 
other water supply purposes and/or to circumvent the payment of sewer charges.  
In that event, a retroactive bill, including sewer charges, will become due and 
payable for the period the lawn sprinkling meter was used for other purposes up to a 
maximum of three years. 

 
(e) The installation of, or the removal of, said meter will be subject to turn-on and turn-

off charges as provided in Section 82.223." 
 
MICHIGAN RESIDENTIAL CODE: 
 
“P2902.3.3. Hose Connection.  Sillcocks, hose bibbs, wall hydrants and other openings 
with a hose connection shall be protected by an atmospheric-type or pressure-type 
vacuum breaker or a permanently attached hose connection vacuum breaker. 
 
Exceptions: 
 
1. This section shall not apply to water heater and boiler drain valves that are provided 

with hose connection threads and that are intended only for tank or vessel draining. 
 
2. This section shall not apply to water supply valves intended for connection of 

clothes washing machines where backflow prevention is otherwise provided or is 
integral with the machine.” 

 
“P2902.4.3. Lawn Irrigation Systems.  The potable water supply to lawn irrigation systems 
shall be protected against backflow by an atmospheric-type vacuum breaker, a pressure-
type vacuum breaker or a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer.  A valve shall not 
be installed downstream from an atmospheric vacuum breaker.  All devices shall be 
installed in accordance with manufacturer’s installation instructions.” 
 
 
 I certify that I am the property owner or have his/her permission and authority to 
sign this agreement.  I understand that if the special meter is not being utilized as required 
by this agreement that said meter will be disconnected and I and/or the property owner will 
be retroactively billed for all charges, including sewer charges, for that period which the 
meter was improperly utilized. 
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 I / We understand and agree to the aforementioned regulations concerning this 
program which became effective on May 18, 1989. 
 
 
 
             
 Signature of Applicant       Date 
 
 
 
              
 Signature of Property Owner      Date 
 If Different From Applicant 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------- DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE -------------------------------

- 
 
 
 

INITIAL METER TURN-ON CHARGE OF $10.00 PAID IN FULL. 
 
 
Received by              
   Department of Public Services    Date 
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